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YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

SPECIMEM BOOKS From L
SCATTERED fROM THE ATLANTIC TO THE
PACIFIC SHOWING THEIR IDENTIFICATION

ARARIES

SYSTEMS

MR FLANIGAN EXAMINIG
THE PACKAGE OF A
VISITOR TO THE
LIBRARY

Cover a Wide Range, from Doing Detec-
tive Work on Sneak Thieves to Deal-

ing with Plain

FLANNIGAN, the gray garbed
guardian who stands in the great

M

days ago observed a man on his way out
carrving a bundle under his arm. Mr.
Flannigan is a retired officer of the Police
Department, having once been a member
of Inspector Byrnes's personal staff of de-

tectives

“What have you in the bundle? he in-
guired. This « » was not born of im-
pertinent curk It is his business to
know what bundles contain.

*On some solled clothes which T am
taking to laundry,” replied the man
with the

I'he doorkeeper passed his hand over it

He squeezed it. The contents felt harder

than one would expect solled clothing tv
feel. He said the bhundle would have to |

opened It contalned a gEarment Vvers
much soiled. There a core, which
proved to be a work gy ptology It
bore the identification marls of  the
library.

It is flicult interest in
Egyplo 1 will carry
solled 1 =such a ! | as the
new public Hbrary because it 1
possible, however as i
geem, that there 18 1 A Uspeclal
vestigator” on the stafl, the ex-
Istence of, which
Enown rec \ Al
£.000 volu f annt
the shelves of the
the New York Pu
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the starting point in the work of deted
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' llbrary and see if they are in it

| A book was mentioned, and in due time

| it was delivered. The eéngineer in the

{ Brooklyn offlce h a =lster o one of the
Wbraries and was famillar with Hbrary
boaks Despite the fact that the title
page, with its Identification marks and
W1 the other numerous evidences that the

| volume was from a public Nbrary, had

| been climinated or disgulged as thorough-
., the engineer recognized it

'ly A8 poss

4 A MISSING Book LEFT IN EXCHANGE

One Man Is That Department, and His Duties|

fOoR A BOTTLE OF MiLK

[T!lf possible to disgulse It =0 thoroughls
| that It cannot recognized as a

book and the 1i ry to which it

niamed. Accor 1o a4 forn

sent to se -hand book d

director, the “marks of owne

e removed with appirent

evidences amd trices of such marks it
variably remal Caonseqis

chusers of second-hand books Wi
for such traces with even greater care
than for the actual marks" There ar
many kinds of marks, such as "a libel o
book number on the ‘round’ or back
larger labels, book plates, ‘pockets” and

a variety of other slips pasted Into books,
those

including mied

ownership stamps,

with rubber stamps, embossing stamps
and perforating stamps, and numera
made both with pen and numbering o
Lhines.*
IDENTIFICATION MARKS.

Theso marks are definitely located, each
Hbrary having its own order For tl
New York Library they found *
of front cover; on frst iy leaf; on tit!
page, both back and front; o rat rigl
hand page after title page: on inside of
back cover, and on back fly leaf.” In the
maln Hb at Fifth avenu ard 424
sireet “hooks are numbered on  the
ninety uth page, lower murgin with o
AT r  stamp In the clreulation
Lirin hooks are numbered on the
ninety-seventh pages, In the margin, in-
ner, top or bottom; other s with num-

15 7
sl with a

former times and

bers ending In ¥7—L
usually stamjg

Pages used

rubiber

Of=—#re

stamp., in

| oecastonally found bearing num writ-
ten In Ink, or stumped, are 17, 61, 9 and
101."*

| While all the marks mentioned are not
found In any one book, every book con-
taing several of them

There are many ways of detecting an

| effort to disguise a lbrary book. ““Hook
| plates, labels, ‘pockets,” ot when
dampened and removed, leave a surface
which may readily be distinguished, upon

| holdlng the book to the light at different

hook is a hological curiosity. The | ,iialintely 4s ¢ e !
S rixein e g O .,u_.l Hutely us u library hook, : | angles, by a roughened surface and by
\”. q is §1 ea ays I “Come back this afternoon and the | . diference in shide and color e
wihch a book is marked are so varied  ...nev will be here,” sald the engineer. | yade with a4 knife or rubber may usunlly
and s0 numerous that it is practically im- | pp o pe tetephioned to the library and | be gatected by holding a page to the Hght
aw | Huculee ¥ " o 3 H i H ¥ ght,
possible to disgulse it ‘k”I""”‘”mh]} that ! when the man returned he was arrested | gng when made with acld usually show
it l_.“m'“t be "“'I:ITI"‘!' "'{_H'" hooks "t_'. | and charged in the police court with| g glightly different color and & removal
I'.Hlu-_n, and the library has found It neces- | grand larceny He was held in $2,000 ball, lof the ‘size.)' Rubber stamps may be
sary to detall a man to perform some of | but “skipped” and hus not been seen | arased, embossed stamps may be ironed
II1«_~..f..:l‘.:l-- l‘.f a T“'l_1‘ f" 0‘.'-'”-’1-"“.' It | since | out, and perforated stamps may be Nlled
M SRSE TURG i ALY a6 A freK T"i It has been nsserted that after a book | in.
name such an officer. Churches are not |y . peen marked for identification It 15! Ironing out of embossed stamps leaves
fmmune from thieves., Incor 18 as It | o o — — ke isphimion i

may gcem, therefore, il Is perhaps to be
expected that an Institution of such
character as a Nbrary, visited by between
40,000 and daily, shouild
siffer at the thieves. Indeed,
the “ ial
community,
character of its 3
human body and furnishes illustrations of

H1

50,000 persons

p

hands of

stigator” finds that this
in

is

it

# thor

t though

the

some of the (rallties to which human
nature i= subject.
The “special Investigator” fs not the

product of any echool for deteétives, al-
though his exploits are worthy of being
chronicled with those of the highest grade
of detective. He began tracking those
who were robbing the lbrary while n
charge of the library’s work with _m-n-n..‘.n,
and exhibited such skill and ingenulty in

teching the rogues that he was finaliy
z‘:polmvd to a post created for him. It
was he who discovered a way to secure
the address of a fee thief from an un-
witting postmaster, "The thief ha
sought had fled, and 1t was supposed that
ha hud left his new address with the post-
master of the New Jersey town, a short
distance west of the Hudson River, where
telatives lived. The postmaster refused to
divulge it, if he possessed It saying that
the regulations of the office would not per-
mit him to give an address. The postal
authorities refused to direct him to do so.

A registered letter wus addressed to the
fugitive, and It was gtipulated that the
receipt should be signed only by the nd-
dressee. Among the contents of the letter
wis a plece of carbion paper. The special
investigator fgured that the postmaster
would write the correct address on the
jetter for forwarding. He learned at what
time the letter might be expected to reach
fig first destination and on whit train
it woild probably be sent out again, At
wrnat be considered to be the psychologl-
eal moment he telegraphed to the post-
master o retura believing that upon

whom

hird page.

Contlnued from (

These he divides into—

the highest class.
first, sultabllity of location; second, ca-
pacity, and third, cost of construction,

maintenance and operation.
| NEW YORK'S POSITION.

: Regarding the sultablility of location,
! Captain Van Duzer finds that the position
| of New York ls superior to all porls on

the coast as regards depith of water and

ordinary ease of entrance and exit, with
iilu-.' single exception of Narragansett Bay.
| 1t Is the enly port on our whole coast

|u hich has two entrances separated by a
ihnlulrml miles, It is nearly in the Indus-
| trial cgntre of the coast, It Is somewhat
ir'n'rln-r from KEurope than Narragansett
Bay, but the difference Is so small as to
be Immater while it le a little nedrer
to the Panama “anil

| "It 15 easy of defence against sea nt-
|tack as  comj ared with Narragansett
| Bay,” he adds; “furthermore, New York
(I8 always likely to be Incomparably the
| best defended port on the coast, its great
Interests and the character of Its entrance
both contributing to this end. A navy
vard located below Communipaw Is a
mile or two further away from possible
set attack than the present yard, and it
{s far more secure agalnst o lunding
force than any location on Long Igland
or almost any other practicable location
in New York Harbor or elsewhere. AS
agalnst a naval rald its security Is prac-
tleally absolute, while any concelvable
locatlon in Narcagansett Bay Is pecullar-
Iy open to this form of attuck."”

tof a new yard at Greenville would be
$26,61,000. As agalnst this he says.

“If the present yard were sold, the re-
celpts from its sale would go a long way
toward paying for the new yard. It may
be mentioned that the proposed yard is
not only four times greater than the
present one as regards berthing capacity
and capacity for work, but that It is two
or three thines as great in shop capacity
and storage space, The dock capacity for
ve® large ships 18 also four thnes that
of the yard at Brooklyn, but even that s
not enough tiake care of the whole
fleet, and two additdonal simllar docks
should be added {f the proposed yard 18
to attain its true end.”

Congressman John J, Fitzgerald,
Brooklyn, who, it may be slgnificantiy
observed, is chalrman of the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives, is vielently opposed to the
proposed removal of the navy yvard from
Brooklyn. Humorously, he tragically de-
clares: “If they take the navy yard away
from Brooklyn they will have to do =0
over my dead body.” Serlously, he says:

“Perfodically the abandonment
Brooklyn navy yard is agitated. Ocea-
sionally some one competent to express
an opinion engages Iin this discussion,
but most frequently the advocates of the
abandonment scheme have some selfish
Interest to serve.

Lo

af

“It is somewhat curfous that the plan
to abandon the Brooklyn yard has been
most strenuously urged since It has been
demonstrated that this yard alone, of all
the navy yards, Is capable of competing

of the |

—_—

prepared

ONE’ BORROWER. SOLD THE BOOKS ON A PUSH CART.
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ONE OF FAC:

FIRST PAGE OF A RUSSIAN oox
SHOWING How Caln CuT QuT
TiTLE PAGES PASTING THE NAME
ON THE FROAT PAGE

| messOr

“Take ma to the library,” said the pos-
of the book, “and If the book is
missing arrest me, but this book did not
4] that library. 1 ight 1t in
Montreal for $10.00, and It is my custom

come

The library officlal was willing to agree
that the did not come from elther
of the libraries, and inquiry in Brooklyn

hook

fated his theory. He

however, that the book

from some ary, for the stute-
ment of the man regurding the presence
of the number did not explain satistac-
torily the fact that the figures were
10001. The book seller was detained for
fortv-eight hours by the court, as the
law allows, nding inveatigation.

NAILING A SUSPICION.
Dispatches describing the hook were
ny of the libraries along the

const, and while the library to
he book m t belong was not
the | it did learn that
Marsh's “Thesaurus” had been taken from
ceveral lbraries, nnd the cards removed
from the y that the absence of
the book be discovered until
| the end o By this time the
forty-elxl sedd. He had no

positive evider 1 which to have the

man 1d N ieless, he was con-
vir hat tha n wis a book thief.
“(3ive me twenty-four hours more,” sald
| e to the court
The plen was g7 , although the
cotl warned him there was danger
of ¢ sult for damages for false arrest.

e argued to himself that the acces-
{ndicated a library of more
volume but not a large
The page un which the number
wis placed. being the same as that used
in Brooklyn ant New York, suggested
that the librarian of the unknown lbrary
Wad been trafned in the New York library
and had organized other lbraries. He
went over the st of lbraries which had
10,000 or mors books and found one which

sion numbet

than 10,000

library

met the other condition It was In @
New Jersey oity not many miles from New
| York, e called the lbrarian on the tele-

a surface somewhat roughened, with the |titles by clever plecing. They were all
‘sizge’ partly removed. Fllling In of per- classified and fled away in soap boxes
forated stamps 18 rare m Hbrary books: | It required two patrol wagons to remove
the Riling will fall out i the page 13| his stock In trade
folded Kemovill of ownersbip marks In the early days of the investigator's
miy be regurded ns suspleio Attempts | experiences with thieves, @& nun entered |
are made to dJdisguise era s and re- | his office carrying a copy uf Mauarsh's
movals of all kinds by subsituting new | “Thesaurus,” a wor lmost as large as
pasting down fly leaves, and by | s dictonary. He of it for sale and
g or abstracting a mutilated page | the lbrary officil *bit
entirely,” | Some time afterward the sime man ap-
The mutilation of, the absence of, or | pearsd with another copy of the same
the Insertion of new title pages, or puges | work bound In scarlet moroced with glit
a7 or ®. are evidences that the book has | edges und told a “bhard luek"  story.
b stolen from the New York Public | This time the “gnme” was Suspiclous,
Library looked on page ¥ and found the num-
Recently the Investigator captured a 10001 written in, but not in the or-
man who had preved upon the llbrary | dinary lbrary hand. He examined the

miaking good title pages cut of bad
ones. He had a large collection of titie
pages from which the ldentitying Mirks
had been removed by cutting, and he wans

by

] Captain Van Duzer estimates the cost | successfully with the best equipped plants |

in the country in the construction of the
modern battleship. At first It was sUk-
gested that the Brooklyn navy yard
closed and u new establlshment created
at Narragansett Bay. This suggestion
was advocated by many eminent navid
aficers. More recently It has been urged
that & yvard be establighed In New Jersey,
at Greenville, beyond Bayoune,

“It may be true that the yard in Brook-
Iyn I8 not ldeally located. No place se-
lected could be ideal. Al would have
thelr defects; but the advantages of
Brooklyn more than offset the disadvan-
thges, One of the fmportant ad-
vantages of the present location is that
no community depends for its prosperity
or {ts very existence upon the continued
employment of the yard facilities at their
maximum. While slack times affect many
employes, still the community ls not di=
pendent upon the condition of work at
the vuard. New York is A great labor
market, where the demand s always
lirge. Men shift from one employment
to another with little  Inconvenlence to
the community as a whole. It could not
do #o If Isolated and dependent whaolly
upon one plant,

“AN INDEFENSIBLE BLUNDER."

“While, of course, the chier considera-
tion I8 the best Interests of the govern-
ment, 1 am convinced from years of care-
ful study that it would be an indefensible
blunder to abandon the Brooklyn yard,
with its facilities, to begin the creation,
at untold expense, of a new plant at some
other place, and 1 shall resist such a
move to the utmost of my ability."

e

most

to replace almost Innumerable ¥ a Hrooklyn library.

capy first bought and detected erasures.
The page number on which the *“acces-
ston number” appeared indicated that the
book cume e'ther from a New York or

I, Kinkead, of
yal to his con-
New Jerseyman

Congressman Eugena
| New Jersey, is not only
| stituents, but is a loyal
' ns well,
advocate of the Greenville site, Inclden-
tally, It muy be suld, he also s & mem-
ber of the Committee on Appropriations
of the House. He Is as strong In his op-
position to the retention of the navy yard
at Brooklyn as ls Congressman Iltzger-
ald In its favor. He says:

“The Brooklyn navy yard, as at present
constructed, is uneconomiecal, s Inade-
quate and {naccessible, while the Green-
ville site is adequate, economical and aec-
cessible. Commandants of the Brooklyn
navy yard have repeatedly requested that
additlonal land be purchased in order
that the yard might be enlarged, and so
made suitable for the requirements of
our Incrensed navy.

“It Is uneconomical because the sup-
plles coming there from the West and the
South—steel from Pittsburgh, lumber
from Mississippl or the Carolinas, piints
from Michigan—all must be shipped from
the mainland across the Hudson River in
hoats, the handiing and rehandling thus
adding greatly to the cost of these sup-
plles. Officers of the Brooklyn yard have
sild to me that the pine used In ship con-
structlon theie (8 as tostly as mahogany
as @ result of the number of times it must
be handled,

“Wa have miles of waterfront along the
Jersey shore, which can be purchased at
@ regsonable figure, therefore the site In
question can be made large enough to
suift our present and future needs. It is
the most economical locatlon along the
Atlantic seaboard, since In our county

{

Nuturally, he is a most active |

uhone, and she sald she would be In on
the next train.  She identified the book.
The mian was convieted.

On the shelves of the investizator's of-
fice is an ‘involce” file on the pages of
which are pasted specimens of the fdenti-
fying marks of all the librarles in New
York and samples of books from many
libraries scattered [rom the Atlantic to
] When he gets a tip

Coast

the PPac

BROOKLYN CLINGS TO ITS NAVY YARD

we have the eastern terminal af every
trunk line, save one. We can, therefore,
lay down the paint required in the paint
shop, the steel and lumber in that sec-
tlon of the yard where they are required,
and by spurs and trackage the handling
of supplies can bhe made simple and
economical. Captaln Van Duzer makes
all this clear In his report.

COST OF PROPOSED SITE.

“The cost of the land for the proposed
site 18 approximately $5,000,000. It ls now
assessed at $1,500,000, 1t Is owned, I think,
at present jointly by the Lehigh Valley
Rallroad, by a man named Cummings and
by a third owner whose name I do not
recall. In view of the avallability of the
proposed Jersey site, 1 do not think it
waonld be advisable to retaln a navy yard
at Brooklyn, espectally since the land it
now occuples would bring so high a
figure if sold by the government.'

Bo that is the situation. Irrespective of
what Congressmen or others may or may
not say on the subject, and In view of
the hint glven out by Secretary Danlels
gince his recent ingpection of the Green-
ville slte that an enlargement of one of
the yards on the Pacific Coast Is more
urgently needed than the location of the
Hrooklyn yard at Greenville, which would
mean in all an expenditure of not far
from $30,000,000, added to the professed
policy of economy and retrenchment of
the present administration, there seems
no probability of the navy yard now at
Brooklyn being located at Greenville or
elsewhere for several years to come, If
then.

SIMILE PEN-AND-INK TITLE PAGES

MADE BY THE ITALIAN QPERA SINGER

that a book thief has been discovered or
that some suspiclous looking books have
heen found anywhere he puts in his pocket
Lefare he gors-out to work on the prob-
lem an envelope whose contents represent
years of careful work. It contains a de.
seription of all the earmarks for the lden-
tification of books.

One day the Investigator was called to
the East Slde to take charge of a push-
cart full of books whieh formed a travel-
Ung clrculating library. Kalman Cohn,
the owvner, had fled, leaving the books
which were In forelgn languages. They
were recognized as llbrary books, although
they had been rebound and the title pages
containing identifying marks had been

removed. The owner of the pushecart
library was afterward arrested, charged
| with recefving stolen property Knowing
| it had been stolen, He was tould t i
he would assist In bringing to justice the
persons who were stealing the books and
supplying his library his case 4 not
tie pressed. He refused, and when told

g for's

that he would be sent to Sing S
period of five years replied: “'You
me to Sing Sing. [ won't

1 never
send go and

no one can mike me go.”

AN HABITUAL SUICIDE.

This was not an jdle bouast. [t came
oiit 1n court, when his bondsman appearsd
and stated that his cllent he tted
! suicide in Philadelphia, that
sufcide habit. He had done it opnce be
| fore, and Judge Mulqueen decl ud
[ it too strongly. The case waz continued
! for further investigation. It wa sl
ovt that while awaiting trial on w similar
charge he had gone down to an Euxst
River pler, had carefully remo s
coat, in the pocket of which was hbis
i.ll:z-'nshi;\ paper, had jumped into tl
| ewiftly flowing current, where b as
| geen to throw up his hands, and had dis
| appeared. A week later his fam had
{dentifled his body at the maorg wnd

| had had it buried.

It appeared that on this second
sion he had gone to Philadelphix,
tered under his own name at a hot
to his room and hung himself
was found, stark and cold, |
the chandeller whan the
tered In order to put out a
started in it. The bocy was declare
the bondsman to have been that of
but there was some doubt In the n
of those acquainted with Cohn's

habit., The doubt as to the identity of
the corpse was emphasized by the fact
that it was cold when the fire was dis

covered. How could a corpse start a fire?
The special investigator was so Interested
in getting an answer to this ques that
he went to Philadelphia to study the cir
cumstances,

SUICIDE WAS FINALLY FATAL

He was finally convinced that Cobd
this time was actunlly dead, for he found
that the Ilttle pusheart circulator) ol

Looks, without money with which to bul
polson and without a knife or other b
plement of destruction, had taken mateh#t

which he found in the room, burned off &
plece of the awning rope and swung himi-
self from the chandeller, The rope had
continued to smouldes untll fnally, aftef
his body had chilled, it set fire 10 the
awning and to the furnishings of the

room.

Why do people steal books? Why should
a certain Itallan opera singer, not ub
known In musical clreles, take fourteed

scores of Itallan operas, worth, perhaPs
$30, and go to the trouble of replacing the
' This

title pages with pen and ink copl
man, a member of a well known ¢
when confronted In his home with tne
charge of theft, asked In grandiloquent
grand opera volce:

“Where {s the man who said 1 am 3
thier?”

Desplte the fact that he assertew in @€
tall regarding each book that he had
bought it, the courts thought ot ler Wise
and he was convicted.

mpany,

Why should a man, apparently well-t®
do, a graduate of the medical department
i and &

of the University of Pennsylvar
graduate pharmacist, steal books and %
pend all his chemical and mechanical
skill in trying to obliterate the jdentifica®
tion marks in the scores of books whieh
he had tuken from libraries in Wilmings
ton, Del, Washington, Poiladelphik
Brooklyn and New York? He had washed
with chemicals and froned the pages. Ut
to no avall, for the books found after nis
death were all Identitled.

“One of the first things
when 1 get a book thief,” sald the inves:
tigator, “is, ‘What's wrong with the poor
fellow? "

There is usually some guirk a
psychological make-up, something that
removes them from the list of normil per-
sons. The opera singer was & gullerer
from epilepsy. The reader who died alm:
reading Roosevelt was counted “queer
The investigator says that Schmidt the
alleged slayer of Anna Aumuller, was &
mook thief, one of his thefts being of &
book ecalled “The Manliness of Ch
The man who used to steal books an the
German drama and leave them in ared
ways In exchange for bottles of milk
‘iomll

I ask mysell

.
bout thelr




